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EVOLTREE, a network of 
researchers for researchers
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What’s EVOLTREE?

Introduction

EVOLTREE stands for EVOLution of TREEs as drivers 

of terrestrial biodiversity

The overall goal of the EVOLTREE Network is to link 

four major disciplines, Ecology, Genetics, Genomics 

and Evolution, to address global issues that European 

forests are currently facing, such as environmental 

changes and erosion of biodiversity.
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The origins

Introduction

50% of the budget was 

allocated to Integration 

Activities across 

partners
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The current network

Introduction

After the EU-funded NoE, EVOLTREE became a 

European Research Group (ERG), self-funded by its 

Members and operating under the umbrella of EFI

We are now in the 

Phase 4 of the Network 

(2023-2026)

Membership of 

EVOLTREE has 

evolved but many of the 

foundation members 

are still part of itCurrently 22 organisations 

from 17 European 

countries are part of 

EVOLTREE!
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Introduction

Executive Committee

Coordinator: Santiago C. González-Martínez, France

Past Coordinator: Antoine Kremer, France

Members of ExCom:

Christian Rellstab, Switzerland 

Stephen Cavers, UK 

Marjana Westergren, Slovenia

Katri Kärkkäinen, Finland

Lucian Curtu, Romania

Delphine Grivet, Spain

Administrating Institute:

Lidwina Koop, EFI

Michele Bozzano, EFI



2023 webinar

www.evoltree.eu

Webinars 
(Christian Rellstab, WSL; Stephen Cavers, 

UKCEH; Santiago C. González-Martínez, INRAE)

Activities

Next series planned for November 2023!

Year Series title Number of webinars

2020 (Fall) Polygenic adaptation 4

2021 (Spring) Adaptation to climate change 4

2021 (Fall) Genomics in practice 4

2022 (Fall) Genetic and genomic approaches to 
studying communities

3 (main talk + flash talk 
by early-career scientists)

A total of 15 webinars in 2020-2022, with a dedicated 

YouTube channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCla0sRglK9UUPYp5Ks8hwFA
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Activities

EVOLTREE Webinar: Jonathan 

Pritchard ‘Architecture and adaptation 

of human complex traits’ → 828 views!

YouTube channel
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Training 
(Marjana Westergren, SFI)

Activities

o Two to four training courses including summer schools per year, 

organised by EVOLTREE partners as in-kind contribution to the 

network

o EVOLTREE members can get expenses from the training course 

reimbursed up to 600 Euros!

o Funding scheme was interrupted during covid19, but EVOLTREE 

granted 4 early-career scientists in 2021 and 10 in 2022

Two Summer 

Schools planned 

for 2023, with 3 

additional courses 

coming in Fall
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Activities

Past courses (2021-2022)
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Funding initiatives 
(Delphine Grivet, INIA-CSIC) 

Activities

Capacity building – OPPORTUNITY calls: A call for projects 

(up to10,000 EUR) which can include any kind of work related 

to genetic and genomic studies on forest ecosystems

Grantee Project title Country

Jose Alberto 

Ramirez 

Valiente

Understanding the factors driving species 

diversification in the roburoid oak 

complex

Spain

Domen 

Finžgar
EVOLTREE databases & R Slovenia

Lindsay 

Flynn Banin

Intra- and interspecific leaf trait variation, 

decomposition processes and the ‘home-

field advantage’ in European woodlands

UK

Sonja Kujala

Convergent adaptation in northern Pinus 

sylvestris and Picea abies?-Genotyping 

the Evoltree ISS Punkaharju

Finland

Christian 

Rellstab

OAKID2-Transferability and phylogenetic 

extension of species-diagnostic SNP 

markers in European white oak species

Switzerland

o Two new grantees (from 

Spain & Sweden) in 

2021-2022

o A new call will be 

launched in June 

2023!
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Activities

Final payment (50%)

Project report

Project duration: 1 year (with possible extension to 2 years)

Grant awarded (50%)

Executive committee reviews the applications

Call opens for all EVOLTREE members

Partners’ financial contributions
Scientific quality

Relevance
International dimension

Career stage

OPPORTUNITY calls
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Activities

Conference Grants: Ten grants of up to 800 EUR are 

available each year to help fund student participation in any 

relevant international scientific conference

Funding initiatives 
(Delphine Grivet, INIA-CSIC) 
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Working Groups

Activities

o Shaping the Funding Environment – Stephen Cavers (UKCEH)

o Databases – Antoine Kremer & François Ehrenmann (INRAE)

o Bi-annual EVOLTREE Conference – Felix Gugerli (WSL)

Working Groups (WGs) are established ad-hoc by decision 

of the EVOLTREE Governing Board. The mission of WGs is 

to address a specific topic identified as of special relevance 

for the EVOLTREE network.

There are currently 3 active WGs: 
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Shaping the Funding Environment 
(Stephen Cavers, UKCEH)

Activities

o Horizon-scanning exercises (as in e.g., Sutherland et al. 
2020 TREE)

o Coordination for project Calls and other international 
initiatives

o Production of Opinion/Review/Short Note papers

WG to be relaunched in Fall/Winter 2023 with a 
writing workshop, good time to join!
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Databases 
(Antoine Kremer & François Ehrenmann, 

INRAE)

Activities

Interoperable with

GnpIS & EUFGIS

(EUFORGEN 

Genetic

Conservation Unit 

database) 
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Activities

(GD)2 database
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Activities

(GD)2 database (Fagaceae)

During the first 6 

months of 2023, 2,602 

different users called

the website and viewed

24,483 pages
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Activities

(GD)2 database (Fagaceae)

Example:

Quercus petraea
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Bi-annual EVOLTREE Conference

(Felix Gugerli, WSL)

Activities

Deadline for Abstract submission 15 

June 2023 !
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EVOLTREE Conference 2023
(Lucian Curtu, UNITBV)

Activities

Resilient forests for the future
September 12-15, Brasov, Romania

1. Climate resilient forests

2. Community genomics

3. Evolutionary genomics

4. Innovative methods and approaches

5. Conservation genomics

6. Tree breeding and sustainable use of forest 

genetic resources
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Activities

Example of Sessions:

EVOLTREE Conference 2023
(Lucian Curtu, UNITBV)
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Intensive Study Sites
(Egbert Beuker, LUKE)

Activities

8 ISSs, kept as “static” network
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Communications

Activities

• Twitter account 
https://twitter.com/evoltreeNW

• YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCla0sRglK
9UUPYp5Ks8hwFA

• New webpage! 
https://www.evoltree.eu/

• Slack (coming soon)

We are searching for volunteers to help with 

communication activities! May be YOU?
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Communications

Activities

Slack
the EVOLTREE slack was put in place but for the moment this is still in 
an experimental phase used by the Executive Committee.

Twitter 
the following persons are in charge of the twitter activities:  
• Santiago C. González-Martínez: general issues
• Christian Rellstab: webinars and conference
• Marjana Westergren: Training opportunities
• Delphine Grivet: Opportunity Call

Over 1,000 followers!



2023 webinar

www.evoltree.eu

New initiatives

Join us!

Paper writing workshops → support to the ‘Shaping the 
Funding Environment’ WG, help to produce synthesis papers

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions → Target 2024 or 2025 Call

Good previous 
experience!

PhD students to 
boost networking
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How to get involved?

Join us!

o If your organisation is an EVOLTREE member, you are 
entitled to apply for EVOLTREE grants

o But not only that:

❖ You can join a Working Group
❖ Or contribute to the organisation of a Summer School, 

webinar or one of the EVOLTREE Conferences
❖ You can help with Communications activities
❖ Also, bring your own initiatives to the ExCom, we are 

happy to hear new ideas!
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Many thanks!
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